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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm teo disercet, | Tonly wear it ina land of Hectors, 
dy run a-much, and tilt at all Tmeet; | Thieves, Supercargocs, Skarpors, and Dircctors,—Pope. 





DANGER OF PUBLIC WRITERS. ground of libel; but when he heard in the court of Kings 
—— Bench at Westminister, that he was charged upon a cruninal 
Artest or tie Eprror, information with a libel upon King John, King Charles the 


It is noi often that the private concerns of any individual | First, King James the secoud, and King William the Vhird : 
are of scilicieat importance to justify any communication of | besides the comnrons house of Parliament, and the whole 
fhem to the pablte, but there are occasions on which the} people of FEengland, under the familiar appellation of John 
principles which regulate our conduct, may rendera cir} Ball, he could not help smiling, notwithstanding the awk- 
cumstance important, that otherwise might Le passed over ward predicament in which be stood; and the grave au- 


thorities around lim, whose gravify might otherwise have 





ju silence, aud consigned to a merited obiivion, Tt has 
not been the prectice of the Editor of the Black Dwarf, to J been contagious. 
preven. linuasel’, but lis country; end when the principles This instance will form a new era in the history of libels ; 


upon which he bas vindicated what he has deemed the tn-pand although the present Attorney General bas hitherto 





terests of his country, are attached, le is proud to be the } seemed to sleep upon his post; be is about to male ample 


medium of hostilitv, winch ts net soainuch directed agamest t: 


reconipernse for his past slurabers, by the comprehensive view 


a A. OF 2m, ory 


himeclf, as the cause that he lias eopouscd, Lie has not tof that he is now about to take of this very important subject. 
complain of any violation of the law, es it relates to the f ibe Editor bas alweys understood, that “ @ dead hing ranks 


treatment winch he has expericnced; but he feels ita duty paeit’ coninoners;” butif we must not be permitted to speak 


fo deciare that the law upou which le has been arrested, and | truth of kings, either dead, or living, the Uiberly of the press 





Isnow detained, isa law that ought net to be suffered to dis- fin England ts destined to receive another link to the many 
grace the English syotem of legislation; aud that ought not! which already bind it, that will strangle it altogether, A 
to have been proceeded upon, by any man who values} libel upon King Join! A dcl upon King Charles the birst! 


the principles of that liberty, which has made us glorious | A dibed upon ixinge James the Sccond! A libel upon FP eddiane 


4 

| 

' ! ‘ 

F : re. a ' . - a2 49 re 3 i” i . 4 ; 

awmongotnations, aad so happy in the walks of social life, The j dhe Vhird! Weil done. We sliall shortly have to meet pre- 

article which the Attorrey General has seleeted for au ex !secutions for venturing to speak trath, before the subject be 
' 


i 7 er oe ee PF ts ‘ me SC ‘ay Lf; and all aut 3 2 
officio Information, and anu official prosecution, is Contaimed Ga thousand Vveals old; and all authentie records are lost in 


Inthe Poird number efvhe Black Dwarf and is entitled the ‘ oblivion, so that truth may be no where to be heard at all, 
; Li @ul of Peeled. a? bik that arlic.e, {! eC COnInION and, bob fits OnivV can be tac f ject of tne presen ministry, Plier 


ae ? ba , ae Ps oY “4 . , , } 
pegoOved Qoct Hic’ i af imaleYy, and Gl Zire P he a /t. Willcl 


nao el . ° ’ . ? . ” 
as the editor, conceives, the si7/y deest of possessing the 


>a) a> i) . pts . je } ! s 1! ? " , ' 
RLGHY of pPemomne is} power. tinat PrUssePsnes fie powes NO SeMsinnie wan can pbebleve, and none but slaves and 


fe , : ; ' . . . 1 } oe E . f - j . j 1 . . - 
OF Nevlecting OF GESpPisiNge Doll petitions, aud petshioners, af f COWaras Wottued receive, are to be established in their full 


a oe | ae "ONG, OATES by wae! Spee eo a se 
LOFC ab} cial ae te etc dN Ail VaTvVAaraolls pret paatives, VV hich 


tnck 210. 2 ia ' ' eet Ret , . p ' “* 
treatea iba stram of ridueuie to whice it scemed to the Wri- 


certainly, upon this ground, that he expected any o/aciad f much as they aegraded man. The monster John, of whom 


er yae yaa Pe a Tee ; se Rives 7 a . 
hostility ; tor the plain sense voi Its othastarical PCcabUTING 10 Aistorian bas spornen but as a coward, a fool, and ra | 
See PALI (ee eae b ‘ ‘ eae ee f : ‘ , ] 1 
seeined to bid Geilaace to anv Contrediclion. it Giada now oe murderer, is now to be taken under the especial prao- 


b 
4 
ler such a basis oo; Presumphion Was ented, l! was vot] they one enroyed in those aves which outraged heaven, us 
’ 
| 


fection of sur Wiliam tsanew, tue Attorney General 


cur to him at the moment, that Le was verging vpon the 
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of His Majesty George the Third, under the Regency 
of iis Royal Highness George Prince of Wales, who has de- 
clared, “ that all power is held in trust for the beuefit of 
the people!“ Charles the fiist, that saintly fibber, who was 
led by our indignant ancestors to the block, for his violations 
of their liberty, that man whom Hampden met in the field of 
battle to maintain against him the liberties of Engkand, he is 
now an object of the special gratitude of the administra- 
tion, who doubtless venerate his memory, and lament that lie 


° . , 4 
has left them so much yet to accomplish against the freedom 


of the Jand, which they so wretchedly misgovern, Even 
James the Second, whose posterity are proseribed, and 
whose memory is detested upon oath, has become a saint 
with the cabinet, and his memory is to be defended by an 
ex officio information. 

It would seem from this intended prosecution, that a 
death blow was intended to be aimed at the liberty ot the 
press. What! not speak truth of a dead king? There may be 
a great variety of good reasons, in a monarchial country 
for not speaking truth of a living monarch, since it is so 
very seldom that any good can be spoken of them (except- 
ing in England) but what harm can the truth do the dead ? 
What mischief can accrue to John, to Charles, to James, or 
to William, if the truth be spoken of them now. They are 
to us, as though they had never been them; WE owe them no 
allegiance. They never were our sovereigns, thank heaven, 
We were not subject to their exactions, thetr tyranny, or 
thew capriee. Our forefathers had ample reason. to rezret 
that providence had destined them to wear the English 
Crown; but we have only to read their histories ; and if we 


, 


have a spark of that fire which animated our ancestors, we 


must hold in the same abhorrence, that conduct which they 


found it necessary to check by force of arms. 


arms, and demand another Magna Charta. 
Charles were to substitute bis will for the law of the land, 
would not other Hampdens be found eager to oppose fle 
introduction of such principles of government, which are 
indeed only adapted for the slaves, who can in senseless 
frenzy, dance te their chains, and call the clanking harmony 
music? Should another James venture to rule without 
laws, and to infringe upon the liberty of protestant eon- 
sciences, would his right divine shield him from the abdi- 
cation of his throne, or his legitimacy guard the allegiance 
of his subjects. How then is it possible to commit a crime 
in holding up that conduct to the detestation of the present 
age, which our forefathers have punished by chastisement, 
banishment, and even death? As to the libel upon the 


character of William, it consists in having asked whether he 


If another 
Jolin should be found, would it not be our duty to rise in 


If another 


were petitioned to sanction, or to grant, the Bl of Nights ? 
And history will bear us out in the assertica, that he wore 
his crown upon the express condition of redressing the eric- 
vances, und securing the rights of the people. Those who 
presented to him his crown did it upon those express stipula- 
tions; nav, it was evea debated whether there should be a 
King, or whether a republic should) be established ; and 
King William HiT, could not have been petitionedto grant Li. 
berties to those who GAVE RIM HIS CROWN ; if petition. 
ing THEN had the same meauing, and the same consequences? 
Which are attached to it at present. . 

It would be unnecessary to enter upon that part of the 
question, which relates te the libel upom the House of Com- 
mous, and upon the people at large, Lecause that will come 
more properly before the poblie, when the Editor is ealled 
upen to defend himself! before a jury of his countrymen. 

fe does not shrink from the full aud fair investigation of alk 
he has writter, for lie is concious of tle purity of his mo- 
tives, ond the justice of the cause whieb he has endeavoured 
however fecbly, to advocate, He consider: his present pro- 
secution to proceed, not so much upen any thing really 
objectionabie in the passages to wiieh the information re- 
fers: as thatit has been excited by the fearless and deter- 
mined manner in which he bas generally defended the ne- 
cessity of reform, and the revision of the present system, 
combined with the dismissal cf the present administiation : 
an administration only formidable to our internal happiness 
and liberty,—an administvation which is the jest, and has 
been the dupe, both of Europe and America. 

That this is the ease, it will be only necessary to state, that 
the number containing the libel, as it has been called by 
Mr. Attorney General, las now been published nearly a 
quarter of a year, and that its tendency to excite to any 
breach ef the peace, has been disproved by the fect that it 
has produced none ; so that evea the very essence of its 
criminality, asa ibel, bas been disproved by the lapse of 
}time, But the paper selected seemed to combine a variety 
of all possible topics; and as Sir W. Garrow was about to 
retire from his situation, he was willing to leave his sue- 
cessor plenty of rocin to make along speech upon an im- 
portant occasion, We know not how Sir Samuel Shepherd 
will be pleased with this delighful defence of principles 
crownequally obsolete and infamous, principles which have 
entailed misery upon every age in which thev lave pre: 
vailed ; and which have only the merit of that misery 
to recommend them to the notice of succeeding generations, 

It was nota little singular that a few minutes before the 


Attorney General moved his information for this didel upon 








King James, the customary oatbs were administered, in 
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which the descendants of that King James, are proscribed | of dibed upon dead tyrants, that they may thus satisfy the 


as sebels, aud an abjuration of their claims to the sove-# vindictive appetites of those, who seem envious of the title 
re z . i 


7 ‘ . eee +: en A > . 5 
reignty of this hinzdom, was solenialy sworu. But it seem 


that the times are altered, when the pi inciples of that family ‘ 
‘were objectionable; aud that as heretofore it was vecessary 


to expel Stuar’, to mike room fer Oranve, and ter) Bruns- 


sf wiile living. 
fn the present instance, however, the Editor has to thant 
the Atdorney General for proceeding upon this cr efteso 
information, arbitrary, aud unconstitutional as it is, and 
Opposite to the benevolent spirit of our common Jaw: and 
™ 


: | ia ' 
. ‘ , } ; cae ts Oe ‘ 5 ’ \ A i SS. ad . ‘ . pal J t 4 
wick ; it may now be as desisable for the present miuinistyy loaded as it is, with the unnecessary exaction of bail or the 


to change the princi les of the Brunswick family, into those 


of the Stuart race; thatthe same oppressions may be res 
tored, under the sanciton of those laws that were originaliy 


intended to destroy them, and to root them eut for ever, 


The age, however, cannot retrogade, Instead of referring 


to the slavish doctrives, aad the tyrannical institutions 


r 


which our fore-faihers hiave so nobly left us the example of 


resisting, We have cdranced in the pursuit of freedom. We 
have now learnt all its value, and feel that life without it} 
1ot worth preserving, 
pasl monarchs, we have begun to learn the necessity of 
speaking trudi to those who reign at present; and more 


especially to dare to aycak the truth to their ministers who 


have an equal interest in plundering the people, and deceiy- ? 


ing Heir teo-coufiding master. We must awaken the mo- 
narch from an injurious trance ; and teach him that the 


> 


présecevation of his crown depends upon the confidence and 


~afection of his people; and not upon ministers with old 


delusions, and horse guards with glittering helinets, ‘Phe 
people must be heard.  Itis nota public writer, who ambi 
tious of distinction, forges tales to delude, or imagines 
giscries to condema. 


because distressed without cause, and without even commis- 


It is the veice ef a nation, clameruvs 


seration, by an administration that has wasted tts resources, 
and mortgaged ail its future prospects, to maintain a quixotic 
Warfare against reason, truth, amd justice, “ibis voice ean- 
not be satistied, but by ¢therr removal, We can place no 
Cependance upon any of their promises. ‘They are all delu- 
sion, Phey talk of economy, aud .they practice the most 
unbounded prodigality among their dependant favorites: 
They talk of liberty, and they appoint it military guardians 
with a hint that its destruction would not be by them con- 
sidered murder, They tatk of feeling for the poor, while 
thes evind them with a most enormous system of taxation. 
They pretend to love the constitution, and they suspen d its 
fundamental laws, while they attempt to annihilate its spirit 
atogether, They are religious; and they persecute, or 
their satraps persecute without pinishment. They are mcral, 
und yet they can descend to the meanest 
Carry, 


subterfuge, to 
orto disguise their purposes ; and to crown all, they 


liteet a presecution to avenge themselves of an attack Which 


Instead of fearing to speak truth of } 


detention in prison, of a person, merely because an Attorpey 
General, oy his masters are offended at whet is written; 
-fhardas this ts, be is thanked by the Editor for proceediny 
io this wav, rather than advising the dark and malignant 
j process of a warrant from the Secretary of State, whieh may 
fiimmure for life aman as honest as any in the cabinet, if they 
— ar that ssh nay be exerted to defeat the arbitrary 
é 
af i 
iS 





consequeuces which attend upon all their measures. Against 
such a proceeding bo parity ts safe, no talent can be of the 
least avail, it3s the argument ef mere force, the legisiation 
Algiers ; if indeed that government could tearn the 
cowardice of confining the victims that it dare not execute, 
This danger we have heaved: and it seems we have avoided, 
The law, the present daw of the land will judge Us; and an 
F assemblage of our countrymen will sit in examination uy ipo 
the charges that will be preferred. ‘Po the sentence whieh 
shall be pronounced by such an authority, we shall cheer- 
fully submit; not that we shall be convinced of error, should 
Feven a Jury pronounce us guilty, for we deny that a matter- 
of mere oplnon Is a proper subpec t for the mntervent ion ofa 
jury. We deny still further that the recital of a potitical 
fact, of which the public have any means of general infor- 
mation can be an offenec, for which any man ae deserve 
pfo be put upon his trial, ‘The mystery with which vovern- 
ments have endeavoured to cloak themselves aad their pie- 
ceedhugs, ts onty an evidence of their weakness, or their 
F cult, The PEOPLE, arethe grand source of all just eutho- 
I rity, they have aright to every informnation upon all subje cts 
t 





that concern them, and thetr interests. ‘Vhey, and they on! Y> 

have a right to pronounce mudgment upon Quy polrtic al 
opunon, Whiel is promule: ited with candour, and supperted 
by argument that will bear anv investigation, Ali besides 
Pinust fall to the ground by its own insignificance ; and 
jthe plea of the necessity of suppressing anv political 
}dootrines in any country, but more especially in this, 
PROOF that the p: actives of the day will not bear an 
examination, There can be drawn no other conelusion. 
Those who appeal to force, whether that force be the 
bayonet, or the sword, or ex officio proseeutions, er bails, 
or imprtsonments, are conscious that reason would disown 
the cause which they resert to such mesns to protect, and 
that truth and justice are on the side of the nerseeuted, 

Having thus stated our general opinions to the public, all 
further comment will be reserved until tie day of trial. 
Uneoenscious of any thing of which en FE nedishias in should 
be ashamed ; having advocated enty those sentiments whi 


hich 
we have been ted 1 » believe reudered our forefathers ilastri- 
ous, the Eidttor 


hrows himself fearlessly npon the judg. 
mentof tis country.--cenvinced that the se Opinions which 
he has adopted, aiter all the ser INy of which his mind is e 


is 


pable, are the ouly practic al means of renderiug nations han- 
py, and thet rulers Wise. 


T. J. WOOLER, 
Eli 4 Co) oh ( ‘olli &e, 





they dare not dl notice; they bring foswara a charge | 


ae iy. 7, 1817. 


Se es a 
———S—_—_—— 


=o eee 


r 
SoS —_— --—- 


ee - 





= eee 


oe ieee Oe Ee 


as St Se oe 


ee ee 


we 


——— 


2. eee > = 


——— ae 


_ on tg Pee 


ne res 


ad 


Se es 
i 


8 ak Se A A Ae 


LE ee ee ee Re ee ER ere 


Ren i i 
= — 





dous letters, “* R. N. B. to morrow,” 


THE ADVANTAGES OF DESPOTISM, 
To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 
SIR, 
As you have betrayed a very intemperate acrimony against 
the present ministers, for adopting the various measures 
which they have considered requisite for the security of 


their places, I take up my pen with the intention of con- 
vincing you, that those measures are as admirably adapted 


to alleviate the distresses under which so many individuals $ 


are writhing, if they have but the wit to avail themselves of 
their advanta ges, us to secure the eflect for which they 
were originally intended, You will probably smile, and say 
‘an the gagciug, and Habeas Corpus suspension bills allevi- 
ate the sufferings of the community 2?) Is the subversion of 
our dearest rights and privileges, calculated to spe oh that 
object? T shail endeavour to convince vou, tiat those op- 
pressive measures, as you consider them, are exceeding! y he- 
neficial to many, who would have starved but for their adop- 
tion. My own conviction of this fact is founded on plea- 
surable experience. By a recital of my adventures you will 
immediately perceive the veracity of my assertions. When 
[ inform you that Lam a Mechanic, it will be almost super- 
fltious to say, | have been in a starving condition for many 
months. It would be tedious to recount to you, my various 
necessities, and the shifts | have been put to, for procuring 
a bare subsistence. Suflice it to say, that having delighted 
an eminent Blacking Maker, (who had engaged me at three 
shillings and sixpence per week to write all his poetry,) by a 
shining ode on the superiative virtues of his inestimable ge 
incomparable fluid, he recommended me to the keeper of ¢ 
lottery otlice, who allowed me two shillings per week more 
for chalking the walls of the metropolis, and Inventing hiero- 
glyphic lottery bills. On the eve of a di iy, in which all the 
tickets were to be prizes, | was desired to write R. N. B. 
‘Fo morrow. ( Remember ! No blanks to marrew !) on every 
wall | passed. Waile [was engaged in this employment, a 
cerlain Alderman perceived me as he was coming from a turtle 
feast, and by the assistance ofabouttwenty watchmen, secured 
me in the king’s name. ‘The next morning, | was brought 
for examination, to D—— street, before all the cabinet mi- 
visters, judges, law ofticers, and secretaries of state. The 
alderman deposed on oath, that | had written the treme n- 
which undoubtedly 
could mean nothing, but Restore Napoleon Bouaparte to- 
morrow. My person was searched, and a buge piece of 
chalk with several hieroglyphic bills (whic h not being under- 
stood by my sagacious inquisitors, were considered highly 
treasonable,) were carefully sealed up, al deposited ina 
green bag. [- was remanded to prison on a capital charge 
and here, Sir, commenced the happiest moments Thad 


experienced foe many years. | was secluded from the so-¢ 
ciety of all the vicious, U had the constant attendance of a’ 
confidential keeper, I was provided with eve ry necessary of | 


life, L occupied a spacious apartment, slept om a good feather 
bed, and had nothing to pay, 


ment, but I had frequently undergone that punishment vo- 
Juntarily, to evade those remorseless | harpies of the law, the 
catchpoles, without enjoying any of the comforts, 1 then 
enjoyed, 
an order arrived for my liberation, 


Here [ remained in undisturbed happiness, tll 
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(an officious blockheal) had so represented the matier on 
learning the eause of my detention, that the lurport of those 
awful cabalistie sigus and Jetters was discovered, and I was 
discharged. Never did an exile quit bis native land wit!> 
ereater reluctance, and more unfeigued regret, than T felr 
on leaving the seat ef all my joys the —-—- ~—-— prison, 
[ was however determined to effect another lodgment in it, 
’ 


and emploved all my wits to dlevise the means, Fortunately 


for me I was informed that several poor wretches 
} 
i 


sho met 
ata certain gin shop every mornaiig to regale tauemselves, 
into custody for singing songs which were 


! theretore 


had been taken 


considered as indecent or disloy al. composed 


with the greatest cclerity the following hes, which T in- . 
tended to learn and sing to the tune of “ The Rose bud in 
Summer.” ‘The burden of my song as you will merceive 
expresses an ardent love for papers for | knew there were 





no means by which T should as soou lose mine, as vy tlie 
declaration that I loved it.’ 

SONG, 
When the ~——- shail keep sober as lone as will taxe hin 


Yo read a true list of the State Paupers oer; 

When the cries of distress from vol " tuousness wane im, 
Ol then, dearest Freecom, Vil love thee ue iio 

When Lord Castlereagh wounds no more Priscian or Maroy, 


And none at bis speeches shall etter or snore ; 

When reform puts his features no tore tna flurry, 
Qh then, dearest treedum, Ul love thee ao more 

When George Canning retases a place or a pension, ‘ 
And Rose to the Dubiic, bis wealth shall restur 

When bricht Pole* witheut shuddering vreat Whiibeal can sention, 
Oh! then Gearest frecdou, til love thee mo more 

The very day after I bad composed and sung the pre. 


Vrrveer 


ceding verses, L was seized in my garet by two King 
messengers, four Bow Street officers, a miaeistrate and his 
chief clerk. My papers coasisting of atew bills trom ihe 
chandler, publican, and shoe maker, were carefully sealed, 
anf carried away in -. green bag to Downing Street; gnd 
my person was carefully seeured and carried away ina 
hackney coach to -~-—---— prison. After several examina- 
tions before my former inquisitors, Twas remanded to the 
——— ona eharge of high treason, where in addition ta 
all my former unaceustommed enjovments, bani honored by 
the constant attendance of two beet-eaters, a military banc, 
and three regiments of the line; and believe me, Sir, J look 
forward with sineere dissatisfaction to the day in which, 
alas! I fear my innocence will be too cleariv proved, 
lam, Sir, 








It is true, | was im con fine- 


My master it seems 





f Your obedient Servant, 
fey ae oP 
State Room in the --—~—-— 
| May Ls Sie bs 
siete cetindinpiehae i a 
* Such was the terror of our mighty master of the mint. at the pointed 
sarcasias Of the tamented Patriot, that he seldomopened bis month int 
house, when Mr. W. was init, by which means many supposed dilns not 
be qaite so creat a—-—— as he really 1s, 
t However paradoxical tis way appear, it is not more sinaular in 
1 Mr. Southey’s declaration, tiatto ga » bind, and tetter the Joritish press 
is the sthest way t SCC CLE ; free by | eventin tt trom br SIS t 
into acts ef extravagance. (Vide lhey’s ert Mr. Su } 1 | 
must cortess that we should not entertain the highest opinion ef that 
‘ pnw 


fistrates WwW sdoni or pustice » WHO should hanccuh, Won, ana Ca: 
Cent Mean Myo New idle lest at some juture time, lie saould Committ i 
hesi he 


that might i prive htm of tus iiberty, or of that Physictan’s sil, ¥ 
! is . , , ovest 

should bleed bl ster, purge aud s'yvyeat a mano in pertect health, lest at som 
a = ’ <a 
tiat weald confine hin to lis ee 


future tive he ee contract a disorder 
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THE CONSTILE TION IST, 
ii. & 
NO, ae 
rHE PRIVILEGES AND DUTIES OF THE KING, 

In mv last paper, TP have endeavoured with but little sue- 
cess, L allow, to give my rencers some notion of the king’s 
JI%9 Fa - - 
real ttle to the throne, which is derived, a3 thev have ner- | 


ceived trom an act ol Parliament of Wadham the “whird, 





§ 

- 4 

“ ae by Dee BP ivs saves Cn 
eranting the crown to the heivs @f the Princess So 
of pariament | 
' 


Some of them may perhaps think that an act o! 


constituted in the usual way, could conter no risat to tie 


'- & . _ . i aie Lathe Slon 
high itabsurd, that a king, whether elec- 


CrOWR GY they may t 
j ; } , , , ligwes ol hs. aia | 
tive or heredifary, vho in either case, Inmtsa rigut OLS to sit 


_—— 

on the throne linised, 
. bac as 7. 
yeripterma doubts they may lave, Lwouik 


should nrotendl to dispose of it to 
another, but whit 


° onan tl !, a" tlio / »” hy, 1s sty Oot lis 
advise them tO . CAreIul, HOW Luey & miu tae 4% I ity Ol vii 


+ 
i 
ict 1 » £ i a. i- i« Aj ) i ali] cat Ws 
} i tlie 
Ari V i = 4a vsti Qith ati ‘ ai a)3 _ a4 
Kings of this reaun, by authority of Parhament are Hot Gine » 
a | Voor the 7 ‘ty escent thereof, shall 
to it Ciatis , | Hi tae CTVTOM DGG Te Ul oe wi Be ides 
' ~ . ? : - i y » 
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ance of war, but on their invasion wad conquest of isyitain 

it bewan to be conferred for jite, on account of their constant 
hostilities with the ancient inhabitants. “ He became, (says 
arespectable writer) servant for Efe, who was at first only 
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the service better tasted, like a bitter pdl covered wii 
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cold.” [lis claim to the throne was feundedon the circ ice ee 


of the freemen, and his chicf honour was tial he was es- 
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his peopie, not even the name of hing shall abide in him 
longer, but he forthwith loses it. This is one of the fa- 
mous laws of St. Edward, so repeated!y coufirmed by our 


kings, in their coronation oath, and it may perhaps be 


enough of itself to convince the reader of the very Limited 
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power of our ancient Saxon sovereicns, 
sorman dynasty, the 


Under the earlier princes of the ? 
ie Crown much increased, thouel from what 
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ontract Pitas shortiy, faithfatly to discharce the office of 
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‘this seeond quality of pre-eminence to endue him with a 


and III, had never reigned in this kingdom. 
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second, of absolute perfection, Blackstone founds on this 
maxim of the law, ‘* the King can do nv wrong,” which we 
are told means, first, that the King is not answerable for 
any mismanagement of public affairs, nor cau it be atl 


Letier from the Blue Devil to the Black Diver. 


My Brack FRIEND, 
1 promised thee in my last an abstract of th 


speech, which my reve: red master, his Sataunic Majesty, Qe. 





buted to him; and, secondly, that as the King’s power was 
created for the good of the people it cannot be exerted to | 
their prejudice. The former in my opinfon is no jewitimate | 


3racton appears not thus to have un- | 


sense of the maxim, 
derstood it when he says “ the power of wrong is not of God 
but of the devil,’”’ and the King is his servant whose works 
he does. The vicar of God when he acts justly, butif he 
acts wrong, the servant of the devil: a King while he governs 
well, but when he oppresses the people eatrusted to bim, 
a tyrant. This old-fashigned lawyer calls a creature of 
absolute perfection in certain cases a servant of tle devil, 
enda tyrant. But now as to the first of these qualities, 
pre-eminence ; the meaning of this quality ts that the king 
is superior to every jurisdiction ; no process civi! or criminal 
can be maintained against him; this as to any reason on 
which it may be pretended to be founded, fails of itself. 
We have proved that the common law in Bracteu’s time 
knew of no abselute perfection in the king; no act of Powlia- | 
ment has in that respect alvered the law which remains 
therefore the same to this day. How unreasonable is it 
therefore for the law to consider the king as imperfect 
and liable to the common failings of humanity, and yet by | 


power unanswerable and uncontrollable, We will shew that 
it endues him with no such power. 


Anciently it did not, ‘* the king, says Bracton, has a supe- 
rior, that is to say God, and the law by which he is made 
king, and also his court, ‘that is his couats, earls, and barons,’ 
for counts are as it were, co1npanions of the king, and he 
who has a companion has a master.” In the Mirror, a very 
ancient book compiled probably in the reign of Edward II. 
it is said, ‘‘ that at the first they made the king swear to 
suffer right as well as any one of the people ;” and in ano- 
ther place, “ if the king sin (peche) against any of his 
people, since neither he nor any of his commissioners can be 
both judge and party, the king has of right companions to 
hear and redress the wrongs donc by him, his Queen, and 
his children.” 


~~ 


At.present it does not, It is true these old doctrines were 
silenced by an act of Charles U1, which athrmed that neither 
Lords nor Commons, nor the "people collectively, ner by 


livered upon his return from the congress st Vienna, Never 
will the dclightful accents fail from my memory, or cease tu 
be pleasaat music in my enraptured eers. All the potentates, 
priaces, thrones, and dominious, of his extended reali 
were assembled ; and “ frequent and full” the great assembly 
sate. ‘* Silence was notte "ard expectation Feld the au- 
dience mute, His Satannic Majesty was seated upon his 
throne of gilded ines which ambition crowned like a 
canopy of state. His guardian angels of traud, famine, 
and bloodshed, in which many legitimate kines, as well a: 


mv master, have ay pal their supreme delight, were in 


r 


j full attendance upon his mght hand, and upon his left. Phe 


crown of his dark remiens gliitered 6n his brow; and iene- 

rance and superstition, bis two high priests, officiated at the 

altar in the midst of the court, upon which were smoking iia 

delicious tucense, the buening fragments of ihe Rights ef 

Man, and the Age of Reason. Gentiy waveing his 

right hand, at which all the courtiers lowly Dent in bnmlte 

reverence, the hoary monarch rose, and spore as folluws:--- 
Throne’s, princes, potentates, 

Members of idell’s dark conciave, where the fate 

Of mortal man is canvassed against heaven, 

And good eternelly transformed to bud, 

By hellish arts, on mortal pussious tried. 

Once more triumphant see your monurch come, 

From sacred councils, and assensbled Kings, 

Where he of night attends, and is received 

With willing homage, thither have T sped 

With heart high beunding atthe full success 


ae 


Of all our hopes. Not een a wisi remoins 


‘To be anticipated, farth returns again 


And gives allegiance to our antient throne, 
Repenmtant of the sins of truth aud justice, 
Vreedom, that bane of every right divine, 

Or mortal, or immortal, is no more. 

The mighty monarchs, who beneath our banners, 
And in our cause assembled, have subdued 

The dangerous pest. Her sons, in thousands fie, 
Slaughtered upon the plains of Waterloo, 

Round which our Ini ps rejoice in sportive clee 
And shake ‘ Acaven's concave” with jae songs 
Of bold defiance. Whatis heaven to us? 


' What cause have we to fear its power ? once felt indeed, 





representation had any right to controul the King. But in 
1688 the people collectively drove from the throne James IL. | 
and by ppretentieoe assuming the highest jurisdiction, 
declared he had abdicated the throne, “ hich acts have both 
been sauctioned by a sueceeding Perliament. and but fort 
this their supreme authority over the Kirg, George I, LIL, 


| — 
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© Jn our oldest writers, the barons amd frcemen are the same, 


| With dreadtul torment: but uncreaded now. 


Have we not now reversed the dire decree 
That man should scape our ced ! 


Is he not now our slave? does not our sway 


Extend o'er three parts of the willine world? 

Asia has long been ours : our chaims unseen 

' Bind every hand, and bow cown every knee. 
The sooty Africa: dis Ours; enthralled 

But the good serviee of our sons in Europe— 
And Lurope now is ours by solemn Jeague, 
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Ry England, Austria, and Russia signed, -Of doing wrong, was dreadfal in its wha ' 
No more Republics, now shall curse cur sight, And led to horrid crimes, One monarch fe 
Dispensing trath ane reason, Kingerait now, j Beneatin its m :urderous force, upon a scafiol 
Such as PE taught lo Beurbon and to Stuart, In his people's sight, no voice to bless hun, 
i Another banished 





And such as blesses Hell, shail now prevail 
Over all the lower world | ‘Taxes siall now be paid, 
No more impatience, urged hy rah foil 

The statesnian’s art, W alpol e humseti shall own, 
Tho’ Heli itself contain no thief lie him, 

His favored country at this time cait hoast 

‘Five hundred good as he 1? Le he ion too, 

That dark, mysterious, aud wicerain faith, 

In which the Pope delighteth, shall resume 

Its former splendour. Churches now shall rise 

And solemn mummeries, such as Luther hated, 


ae 


And no arin to save 
From the dreas, ad seat of power usurped, 


Was fore ect to beg Ins bread in distant clines 


Instead of stealing from his sons at home! 

Moistious indeed! and in our sacred rites, 

We still lament that crimes like these should be, 

In deepest sorrow, But of this no more— 

Paesive obedience now to wild no-rule 

Succeeds, and non-resistance throws o’er willing necks 
lts chain supreme. Jnfallibilicy, 





And which we love, Shali be again enacted : 

The holy agents of the a eee nh, 
Ay bosom fries, long driven here, from earth 
Like erring emigrants, oY w ‘asthe o jews, 

Are now demanded by ten thousand volces 
Anxious for their return. “Phe untblest Spaniard, 
Who late wureasted might taak what he will, 
Now prays for the restraint which heretofore 
heyt Nim wiebin the pile of superstition, 
And nut out all the Gagzling light of reason 

or his weak sight unfiited. "Phe beloved 
Ferdinand himself, whose wondrous claims 
Legitimate and illegitimate, confer 
A double share of power. Descended of a king, 
He reigns by virtue of his high descent : 
Son ofa khigg who lives, and rain would govern, 
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Refused to Popes, is paid to Ministers, 

Aud dread respensibilily, wv jest, 

In these good tines of old, serves but to raise 
Phe jocund lauch in cabinet debates. 

Oh! this is giorious! Another age, 

Shall see their Hampden burnt in.ethgy, 

A mouster impious, hated like Guy faux, 
Russell, in future times, shall be a name 

Only to scare lee itimates to slee "1p, 

When cradled roy. alty in ermine slceps, 

And that vile Ca itis, Syduey , Whose strong eye 
Saw through the errors of his country’s laws, 
And for his blest republic lived and died 

A willing mariyr, shallin earnest prayer 

Be execrated in religions rifes 

And sacred ceremouies. For these hated names, 
Phe much loved Castlereagh and Canning vow, 
The one a lord, Vother, the lord knows wio, 





Which no one darecail treason! Phe first of mouwchs he 
That earth can beast. Tlow did ii elad our heave 

Yo hear his vengeance cn our mortal foes, 

Who dared to fight for freeaom and the 


? 3 


Chrogie. 
Bach writhing wretch, extended on the rack, 
Rach victim pining in the Cungeon’s clecm, 
Or sent at once to be tormented here, ; . 
Vor the CTOSs crime of (hiking Wines wore grateful, ‘ 
Pleased our joyed heart with ope iprcelmniadl z 
Stir up the fre! ye quaraiens of > throne 
And plunge the hated monsters ae lit 
No punishment can be severe enough for those | 
Who think to please a monarch by their service, 
Oranyv love of jitstice. We disclaim it. , 
i. 
t 
} 
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We pass the feu bliss that fitled eur soul, 

Our roval soul, when al! cur fears were bushed 
Off ‘cedom blazing to the ferthest north ; 

When Russia veiled her eves before the Voht, 
That might have freed her: Wheu the dull Poles, 


Sunk ino tiabeeiity of mind, 


Whieh lost an offered freedom early won, 

When Austria, bursting all her bouds of blood, 

tell back into the arms of sordid selfishness 

And rutrred all its greatness inn hour 

To crush a son, too venerous to be loved. 

When Pras: ta, with foe llimade regard 

To truth and th ronor, rushed te eratify, 

Hs wil l revence WHO a sutle, hae frien { ’ 

All this J pass, to gratulate My Chiels, 

On Albton’s restoration to the ties 

Which erst have bound her. All that splendid lielit 
Her sons have scattered th rough the woneering earth | 
Is sunk in darkness: All that spirit lost, 


Which lats so fatal to the ; ight divtie 








Shall stand for, aye in solemn calendar 
As sats, aud priests, and ministers of heaven? 
The heaven that we crezte for mortal man! 
pe than vour energies, Dominions all: 
Another day! another glorious day! 

And ae is Won for ever! The new world 
* only up i arms against ve now, 
Unite ‘yor ur forees with Our powers on earth 
Ana they must fall. Ali Kurope, Asia, 
Aud Afric’s sooty tribes will fall upon them ; 
Already freedom in her last recess, looks fearful rouag, . 
And trembles in dispair. Her loved retreat, 
America, we now invede. We will net 
hat Ggfl shoald live. We will have darkness all. 
To arms! to vrms! the trumpets sound, already 
The Grend Alliance moves tm awful POD; 
Pe standards of Gur empire are unfurl’d, 
Cur troops marms; and bold ambition leads, 


; fae ienoran ce, our reval standard bless, 


Snd superstition plead our sacred cause 
Phe cnuse that heaven abhors with fut le wnger 
While men will serve it, and while we support. 
Perhaps, for who shall limit our exploits, 

When England owns our power, we may regain 
Those seats on high, from which we were expelled 
When youthful nexpertence urged us on 

Avaiast the highesi. Should we fail in thet 

We'll be content —--— 

aril is worth drying fer, if heaven be lost 


‘ts > aby 
I leave thee to depict the satisfaction, and the ax ita oe 
Which followed this excellent eyation 3; and remain, 


‘Thy well wishes, 
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0S OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


Irom the Black Dwarf to the Yellow Bonze. 


LETTE 


T am in prison: my evil geniws has at last overtaken me, 
and placed me under the kind protection of the law. 


fam, however, grateful for any information which may en- 


able me to read another page in the history of mankind. 
I am stillavaricious of knowledge, and every new scene de- 
lights me as much as if the curtain of life had never riten 


upow my eyes. I can scarcely call that a misfortune which 


instructs me, or which introduces me to the knowledge of} 


any varied characteristic of humanity. For this purpose, 
even the information of the Altorney-General, 
subject of congratulation, for I may learn by it what I 
should not have obtained by any other means, I expected 
to receive the most harsh treatment from the myrmidons of 
the law; but I was entirely disappointed, There is nothing 
repulsive in their manners— nothing disgusting in their ap- 


mav be a 


pearance; on the contrary, they are as polite as if they 


were gentlemen, and behave towards a stranger with as 
much attention, at least, as can be fairly wished, 
not even seem to practise any extortion, which I am rather 
induced to be astonished at, for some of their masters are 


I was informed, that Iwasa a prisoner, 


great adepts in the art. 
in the most civil terms, and without any violence being offered 
me ; Had I been elected intothe administration of the couutry, 

I coat not have been more civilly acquainted with it. Of 
course I could not return the compliments that I received with 


any thing short of the most profeund gratitude, I am, as thou 


knowest, more susceptible of kindnesses, than intimidated by 
‘ but the bis shops, 


oppression. I shrink like the willow from obligations which 
IT cannot repay; but I resist an injury with all the obstinacy 
of humanity, I was much disappointed when I entered in- 
to the precincts of my prison-house ; I had had enough of 
compliment and civility, and began to want some accom- 


modation; but the latter being 
course to be purchased by something of more value than the 


more expensive, is of 


recommendation of being a stranger in a strange country, 
and being without certificates of rank from persons of great 
The Court which provided me with a prison had 
Their ge- 


quality. 
no room left to provide me with an apartment. 
nerosity had been so bountifully extended to others, that 


there was no power of extending it to me. The piace 


is full, 
generally, 
Sovercig ns, and mighty ones too, for they sit, or walk i! “they 


literally full of prisoners; and the new comers are 


forthe first night or two, made 


I understand, 


please, in silent majesty— 
“Their footstool, rartru, their canopy---THE sky!” 


My reign, however, would bave proved a most unpleasant 
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one, for the dews began to descend with encreasing force; 
and I was apprehensive that in the ceremony of anointivy 
my herd, 1 should have to complain of something lik. 
profusion, A gentleman who hed previously experienced 
the inconvevience of such an inauguration, took compassion 
upon me ; and for the small sum of one shilling, Twas per 
mitted to sleep upon 4% floor, with a covering over my 
a quite sulheient to keepout the rato. Here | however 
expected my rest to be disturbed by the tea u's and sighs of 
ne unfortunate fellow prisoners ; f was again disappointed d, 
I saw nothing like sorrow—unothing lke grief. Iso sigh as. 
sailed my ears-—no violent expression of anguish tore ny 
heart. Although 1 was surrounded by beines who, accord 
ing to their own account, were in posse-sion of nothing—in 
expectatio nm of no thing 3 s at the feet of merciless creditors 
and exposed to the pains and penalties of terrible laws . 
ihey were, my yellow friend, as blithe as the most earls 
har As: they seem to live only in perpetual enjovinent- — they 
have no cares about ifiat busi. 
and they pass the day in 
Wh: it more than all as 
and vet 
contiies 


lave no work to do—they 
ness Which perplexes other men - 
idleness and the night in revelry. 
tonishes me is, that they ail cemplain of poverty; 
they spend money continually, Phe state that 
them allows them nothing, and yet they appear to live in 
plenty. 1 cannet explam this paradex ; neran eXpression 
that appears to be very common among them, that they 
only come in to get out, 1 nist enquire after the meaning 
of this. Jt no doubt invelves a curious Inferpretation, lam 
a litte ata loss to comprewend the dialect of the language 
made use of here; they have names for things very diilerent 
to those employed by the people who reside out of the walls: 
but | shall apply niyself very sedulousily to veqnire the dia- 
lect, for it seems very eneryciic avd elegant, 1 wonder 
that the informers do net often enter these walls: as Lunder- 
stand there are laws here that prohibit swearing by © severe 
penalty. A bishop er two, would find it a very profitable 
employment to attend here for the purpose of giving inior- 
mation,—if they eould get the fines. 1 have selected the 
bishops for this. emp loy: ent: because the inferior clergy 
are very well emp! loved, amd sometimes very badly paid ; 

as | have before told thee, are ub undanily 
paid, ane! have very little to ao. Besides, as the mest im- 
portant sons of the chureh, they might have more wuthority 
with the pariies who stand in need of their assis taues. | 


must conclude this in haste, for] am writing in the midst ef 


a volley, that nas almoot depriy ed me of the sense of hear 
ing, and lremain ; 


Thy well wisher, 


ryvTy RI w.r 
THE si A ik 


mal 


IW ARP, 
P,S. | shall take an opportunity of writing to thee again 
upon my present condition, tis very juteresting : 

man couid only remember teat heis in the anidst of prick 
houses, and human beiaes, and that there are nothing else 
the walls, he micht live coutented enough, witha 
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cood purse, and an appetite that confinement could not in 
jure, 
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